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2008 : UNCLASSIRWER ander Destrorsrs, U.S. %;igﬁ%ic Flaet.
To \éJ Pers3®he Jhisl of Haval Perso: 5 )

Olicer Dkiniing

3ubject: Dgtaciuent of Lisut gap-i. Carl
. Aoglung, - S.d.R., Tron duvy i
[l PRS- .._1.::.215) .
Ly On 13 April, 1944, Tthe U.S5.5. ZNRIGHT colli-
ded with the Portuguese erchant vessal S. THOME in the

4

Dorth Atlantic. As a result of this collision, there

vas extensive damags o these two vessels, versonnel fronm
the U.3.8. ZHRIGHT were injurec and Jarl Augustus Ilims,
shipfitter third class, V-3, T.3. Maval Reserve, is
nissing under circumstances which lead to the presuwaption

-that he is desad.

Bie In resviewing the investigation neld in the
forezoinz case, Commander Destroysers, U.S. Atlantic Fleet,
stated that the fommending Officsr of the U.3.5. INRIGHT

was awvars for at least Thirty minubtss that his ship was
nroceeding on a collision course with an wnidentified

craft, and when ordsr2d to divert this craft, he main-

vainad tials coursz until collision was inevitable,

Commiandsr Destroyers, U.S, atlantic Pleet, further noted #
Taat tihwere was no indication of an 2lert organization

in the U.3.5. JIRIGET to maintain an accurate nlot, nor

tinat such a nlot was convimuously maintainad.

4 For tine above reasons, Commandsar Destroyers,
U.5,. Atlantic Pleet, addresssd a letter of renrimand to
Lisutenant Jommiander 2, Sarl Hoglund, DaE-V(G), T.3. Haval
eserva. It is considored tizadt normallr itrial of Lisu-
tonant Conmandor dejlund 1T genersl court .asrtial would

D2 warrantad.

7,

B 4, FJor the avove rsasons, it is reguestad that
bieutenant CJormaandzr 3. Sarl IHoglund, D3-V(G), U.S.
daval Ressrve, be aetachsd from cormsnd of ths U.35.S.
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gﬁm Sommandar Dsstrovers, U.d, Atlantia Fleat,

To 1 " Liodtenant Comoander S. Carl Hoglund,
DB=V(G) s T.8. Nval Reserve,

Vie 3 Commander Zsoort Division SEVERTRER,

3ubjeats Lettear of eprimend,

Refagrense: (&) Sahieral Order ¥o. 53,
1 At approxisately 0908, 18 April, 1944, the

‘W38, AWRISUT (DRE1AS), of which you were

Conmanding
offiear, collliied with the Portuguase merchant vesasel
Be ¥TATHY 1n the Horth Atlantic. As a result of this
eolliision there was sxtansive dessge to those two
vesacls, persornel froa the T.3.,9. IRERIGH? wore lnjured
and Carl Augustus Wims, shipfitter third class, V-8,
Ue3e Haval Famerve, is alassing under airmmahanoes whieh
lead to the presumption that he is dead,

!

2¢  The Board of Investi ation, oconvened in this
cags, clearly disclomesthatt

{a) ™e Comaanding Offleor of the 1,3.5.
BMIRILIT was awsre for at least thirty
sinutes unat his ship was procseding on
a sollision courss with an unidsniifled
eralft, and whon ordersd te :iivart this
cr&ft, he ssintained this occoursa until
colllision was inevitable,

(b} Yhere is no imdication of an alert orgsn-
igation Iin the ¥.,3,3. BMINT to zeintein
an accurata plot, noy that such & plat
wrs ¢ ntinuously meintalined, )

Se In maviawing this case, Coomandsr Destroyers,
Je3e Atlantle Fleet, stated that you shoul. normally be
triad by ganeral zourt asrtial. Howavar, owing to the
axiomelios o war, the conveninz of a general court martial
caaposad o & sulflelient nunver ol offiosrs would seriocualy
Interfare with tha schedulosd oparatlona, For your fallure
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%0 earyy out your dutliaes as Carmsnding Mllicar on . this
meuim, Fou are aaredy reprimended.

4, Coxaandey Zastroyers, U.d. itlantlio 7leet,
will requoat the (hief of Naval Fersamel to relievo you
af saaand of the U.S.3. HWRITHY. '

B ompmnider [scort Clvision SEVINTORN la
dirasstad Lo attach a aopy af this lettar of reprizsand,
a8 woll a3 the statsment required >y ralforengs (a), to
the naxt Raport of Fitusss of Lisutsnant Cocmamder 0.
CRrl Ttoglund, DHe-Y{2), .5, Haval Reserve, '

) J. CANY JO¥ES
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Cinalant,
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e
A U. S. S. SCOTT (DE-214-
CCD17/P13 . Flagsaniy,
" CONFIDENTIAL of/o Fleet Post Office
To: J@X3al OLZ New York, New York

F } -RRDORSEMENT to .
Dos%fw itr. Pl 3/ 00 /FF13=6, 30 May 1944
Serial 02053, dated 26 May 194i.

¥

From: Commander Escort Division SEVERTEEN. v
To: Lieutenant Commander B, Carl Hoglund, DE-V{G), USNR.
Subject: Letter of Reprimend. '

1. Forwarded.

A. WILDNER



U. S. S. ENRIGHT (DE216;

- ¢/o Fleet ‘ost Uvffice,

To Facititzte New Yori, N. L.

Oramsirication e 12 June 194k.

CONFIDENZIAL
- T S

(e )

o pers-320
FAl¥: Co ng Neif¥er.
TO 2 Commander Escort Division Seventeen.

SUBJ.: Statement of Lt. Comdr. =.C.HOGLUND, DE-V(G),USMR.

A (a) P13/00/3F13-6 Ser. No. 02053.

1. In accordance with reference (a), submitted here-
with is Statement of Lieutenant-Commander E. C. Hoglund,
DE-V(G) USNR, for enclosure in next fitness report.

zZ. C, EgéL"ND
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FROM:  Commandi og;ﬁ.j;@an;‘x?l‘a

3

TO: Chief of Waval Bgrsgmnel.
- Sricer Diﬁipi‘? «
VIA: Commander Escd¥t Division Seventeen.

SUBJ.: Statement Complying with General Order No. 62.

REF.: (a) Deslant Conf. Ltr. P13/00/FF1i3-6 Ser. 02053,dated
26 May 194l.

(b) Record of Proceedings of a Board of Investigation

Convened at U.S. Navy Yard, N. Y., 18 April 194i4.

l. DNoted herewith is statement made by the Commanding Officer

of the USS ENRIGHT (DE 216) before Board of Investigation under
reference (b). The facts stated therein have been established

by testimony, and the statement is part of the official rscord

of that board:

®"The contact, which eventually proved to be the S.THOME and
which collided with this vessel, was first picked up by
radar at 123 miles about 25 minutes before the collision.
It was tracked and held under close observation during the
whole period. It was known that the USS WiZBER had been
ordered to intercept and divert it, which she was endeavor-
ing to do. During the whole period its bearing remained
steady and was closing at sbout 800 yards per minute, while
this vessel maintained its station in the screen. Wnen the
range closed to 4000 yards or less, or about four minutes
from time of collision, the following order was received:
"Do not let the contact get between you and the convoy."
This called for immediate and positive action. The visibil-
ity of 500 yards or less meant that this vessel must close
the contact to 500 yards, make sight contact and divert it
before it reached the nearest ship in the convoy, 3000 yards

from the ENRIGHT'S present position. Another course of action

was to approach the contact cautiously rather than from
ahead, thereby avoiding a collision, but permitting the con-
tact to get between the ENRIGHT and the convoy, running the
risk of having the contact in collision with ships of the
convoye.
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The Former alternative was cngsen tihis vessel immediate-
ly left the screen and closed the contact on a collision
course. About four ninutes later the contact appeared
out of tne fog less than 500 yards distant. Up to this
instant a collision could have been avoided nad I so
chosen, 4 full ascern bell and right full rudder was
ordered by the Executive Officer, wino was on the flying
bridge. This order was immediately countermanded by me
and changed to full speed ahead, left full rudder. Our
stern started to swing away from the S. THCxE, wnich bore
down rapidly, hitting tais vessel about 120 feet from the
stern at an angle of about 20°

It is my opinion that if the engines continued to bvack,
the S. THOLE would have ait near the bridge, resulting in
a far more serious collision and perhaps cutting the
ENRIGHT in half. DZven after signting, a collision might
have been avoided had not the speed of the vessel been
checked momentarily. The course of the 5. THOME was such
as to carry it straight into the convoy, where coilision
far more serious might have occurred. It is believed
tnat the EXRIGHT in risking collision and taking a glanc-
ing blow, but diverting the S. THCIE, made the proper
decision". '

s/ 3. C. HOGLUND
It. Comdr., USNR.

2. 1In defense of the action taken by the Commanding Officer
of the ZNRIGHT, resulting in collision, the following facts
and ovinions are get forth:

(a) A collision course was maintained for the following

regscns:

l. 3Before the order to divert was received, tais

ship was obliged to maintain its position in the

screen.

2. %.en the order to divert was received the ENRIGHT

left its posivion in the scieen, to ciose the oncom-

ing vessel to visual range. In order to accomplish

this, witn visibility less than 500 yards, an a»prox-

imate collision course had to be taken. ot
RS 9N
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(d)

()

The base course and speed of the S. THCLEHE was cor-
Tectly solved ten minutes after initial contact.
Thereafter, its movements were kept under close sur-
velllance by radar ranges and bearings about every
half minute. These facts were brougnt out by testi-

mony -.of witnesses.

The Commanding Officer of the ENRIGAT, with heavy
odds against him, risked collision of pis ship in
carrying out a ™military order"™. The decision to
close the oncoming ship, with visibility less than
500 yards, weas made on the premise that the order to
divert it must be carried out at all costs.

In the opinion of the Comwmanding Officer of the EN-
RIGHT, it is doubtful if any ship under similar
circumstances could have successfully diverted the
S. THCHE without a collision. dNoted nerewith is
Recommendation of Board of Investigation, Page 296,
refarence (b):

"], That the Comanding Officer of USS ZNxIGHT,
Lieutenant-Commander #. Carl doglund, DE-V(S),

U. S. Naval Zeserve, be admonished Tfor nis iallure
to maxe xnown to the Escort Commander at an early
time that he was on a collision course with the
contact.

2. Thet the Zscort Commander be admonished for
his failure to takXe positive action early enough
to prevent a dangerous situation from developing,
and that he be directed to require closer coopera-
tion between escorts under his command.®

s/ CLA=ENCE 1. WINECOFF
Captain, U. S. Navy, Senior member.
s/ NLLLIAM OUTERSON
Commander, U. S, Navy, ldember.
s/ NORMAW J. SALPSCN
Commander, U. S. Navy, Ziember.
’ 5o 5l
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(e) The Commanding Cfficer of the ZNRICGHT believed taat
the correct decision was made i the execution of
the order to divert the oncoming vessel, notwith-
standing the great risk involved. =Ze deeply regrets
tne attendant loss of 1ife, injury and damsge. The
utmost effort was exerted by nimself and all iands
to successfully accomplish the unission. ‘When colli-
sion vecame imminent, proper action was taken to
minimize damage, as well as subsequent action in
keeping tne snip afloat and bringing it safely into
port.




